[Toll-like receptor in lung response to pathogens].
Innate immunity plays a central role in antimicrobial defense. Advances in the understanding of pathogen recognition systems of innate cells have yielded the identification of Toll like receptors (TLR) as key elements of the lung defense mechanisms which is heavily exposed to a variety of stimuli. TLR recognition of several microbial compounds induces proinflammatory cytokines production whose contribution to the host may be either protective or detrimental. Human immune response diversity may explain the differences observed between patients facing bacterial, viral and fungal lung infections. New strategies designs that modify innate immune response may be useful to limit detrimental consequences of inflammatory processes in the lung.